Permanent Painting

be coated on both sides, and the coatings should be
so very flexible that the question of cracking when
the canvas is rolled up should be entirely eliminated.
The use of wood panels is not to be recommended in
America, unless the wood is thoroughly seasoned.
After it has been seasoned and planed, it should be
allowed to soak for several weeks in a linseed oil
varnish in order that it may absorb sufficient material
to prevent future warping. The hygroscopic condi-
tions in America are totally different from those pre-
vailing in Europe. In Europe a painting on wood
will remain perfect for centuries, because the amount
of moisture in the air remains fairly uniform for a
given locality, but even on the sea coasts in the United
States the moisture conditions in the atmosphere vary
so remarkably that it is below normal in the winter
time, and above normal in the summer. Humidity in
the atmosphere is generally expressed by arbitrary
numbers, 100 representing a saturated condition of
the atmosphere during a rain storm. Fifty is exceed-
ingly dry, but in the winter on a clear day the humid-
ity in the atmosphere is expressed by the figure 30.
In such an atmosphere materials may be said to be
anhydrous.
An oil painting on wood, unless it be properly pro-
tected either by successive coats of paint on all sides,
or has been previously soaked in oil, varnish or shellac,
will warp in the winter time with a curvature on the
side of the painting, the reverse side being convex.
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